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Next meeting: Thursday, 28th September 2006

Annual General Meeting

Everyone is welcome.........................
7.30 p.m. at the Methodist Church Hall (directly behind the Methodist Church), Leigh Road,
Street.

Are you a new Reader?

If so, welcome to the Newsletter of the Somerset FT
Network - and perhaps some information about us!

The network is a loose organisation of all those
interested in promoting Fair Trade - i.e. helping
disadvantaged and marginalised farmers in the
developing world to get a fair price for their produce,
a concept dear to the hearts of many people in
Somerset in respect of local produce of Somerset
farmers.

The aims of the Network are to promote the notion
of Fair Trade in the county and to campaign for fairer
international trade.  We then have various objectives
to support those aims, e.g. increasing awareness of
fair trade among consumers and retailers, support-
ing the work of the Trade Justice Movement, sup-
porting work in schools and encouraging catering
businesses to use fair trade products.

Briefly - the last SFTN meeting was held on
23rd May in the Methodist Hall in Street.  We
were not great in number but enjoyed an inter-
esting talk by John Jackson and watched a
video of his visit to Nicaragua;  it was good to
hear about positive work being carried out in a
very poor country.

Elizabeth Perry reported updates on Trade Jus-
tice - watch for final campaign day on October
17th:  international White Band Day.

Our other visitor was Dave Chadwick who gives
so generously of his time to keep the Somerset
website updated.  Any information can be sent
to him:  website@somersetfairtrade.org.uk

The next meeting will be the A.G.M. and informa-
tion on Bishopston Trading:  do hope we shall
see more people.  We are still in Street - round
the corner from Crispin School!

Are you a School, an Adult Learning Centre, a Library?

Did  you know that Somerset was given Fairtrade County status in March 2005?  This means that the county is
committed to promoting Fairtrade within its own establishments and we want to encourage you to help in that
promotion.  Do you use Fairtrade tea and coffee in your staff or rest rooms?  Do you sell Fairtrade snacks?  It
does not take much to change your habits and yet the change makes an enormous difference to people’s lives.
Whenever we have visiting producers to the UK or we see interviews with them on film it is always the same story
- fair trade has made an enormous difference to their lives.

Juliana Fremiah from Kuap Kokoo plantation in Ghana (where several Somerset teachers have visited) says, “If
it were not for Kuapa I would not be able to feed my family.”  Matthew Maloli, coffee farmer in Tanzania, says,
“Without our co-operative and selling to the FT market, our life would be terrible.  Fairtrade gives us hope and
courage.”  A tea grower, Silver Kasoro-Atwoki, who visited Cheddar from Uganda this year, told the people there,
“Through FT we have been able to change our agricultural techniques - opened new access roads.  FT is
significantly contributing towards the social improvement of our community and providing a better future for our
youngsters.”

But what they need is a bigger market - can you help expand that market?  Don’t make the excuse that FT is
more expensive!  Very often it is not, but usually the difference is very small, the quality excellent and you will be
making a difference to people’s lives.

Look at FT Foundation website for catering contacts - www.fairtrade.org.uk;  ask your own supplier or contact
Somerset CC - or just look on a different shelf in your local supermarket.  Even better - find your local FT shop -
see our website.  Good hunting!

)

Don’t be put off!  The business is only a small part of the meeting - the main item will be an
Interesting talk by Jan Chandler of Bishopston Trading Company and an update on the Trade
Justice campaign.



Fair Trade News from around the County:
From Elizabeth:

Somerset Fair Trade Network was the feature of the week on
BBC Radio Somerset Sound at the end of June.  Each day
different members of the network talked for 10 min- utes
about how they are involved.

On Monday I talked about what fairtrade is, what the net-
work is and how it began.  Tuesday, Robert Tallack from
Axbridge talked about what is happening in the Cheddar
valley as it works towards becoming a fairtrade area - a
practical response to the Make Poverty History campaign. On
Wednesday, Crispin Comprehensive School in Street and St.
Vigor and St. John’s Primary School in Chilcomp- ton talked
about fairtrade in schools.  The Thursday slot
featured Bishopston Trading Company and Gerber
Foods talking about the involvement of Somerset busi-
nesses in fairtrade, and on Friday I went back with 10-
year-old Thomas to talk about the wider issues of fair- trade,
namely the need for ALL trade to be fair and the Trade Justice
campaign.  Tom was able to talk about the drumming event
on July 8th.

A CD of the interviews should be available some time.

stand up against poverty

This autumn, campaign events will be taking place in
more than 80 countries as part of the Global Call for
Action against Poverty’s month of mobilization.  The
month culminates on October 17th when there is
another international white band day.
One of the first events of the month will be in London:

The beat goes on
Thursday 14 September

Taking the message to the heart of power

Gordon Brown and Hilary Benn head off to the IMF and
World Bank’s annual meeting in Singapore in
September. We want them to leave with our message
ringing in their ears. Those whose lives have been
destroyed by the stringent policies of the IMF and World
Bank cannot be in London on 14 September.

We hope you will be there in their place.

The day’s programme:

12 noon - 1pm
Gather in Geraldine Mary Harmsworth Park, Kennington
Road, London SE1.
Bring your picnic and enjoy the atmosphere as we get
ready to march past the Treasury.

1 pm
The march begins, with drumming led by campaigners
from around the world. Our route will take us past the
Treasury, where we will bear witness to the lives and
livelihoods destroyed by the harmful trade policies of
the World Bank and IMF.

2.30 pm
The march will end around now when a series of events
will be held in venues around the area. Here you’ll have
the chance to hear directly from Christian Aid’s overseas
partners, pray together, and get some well-earned
refreshments.

For the very latest news about the September event, visit
www.pressureworks.org/dosomething

Transport:
Nearest underground stations are Lambeth North and
Waterloo.
Coaches will be organized from Somerset
Contact Elizabeth Perry on 01935 850849 for
more details

Somerset campaigners help set new world record as they keep the
‘MAKE POVERTY HISTORY’ beat alive

Pupils, parents and teachers from Countess Gytha Primary School in
Queen Camel helped set a new drumming world record on Saturday 8th
July. At 12 noon they beat out a rhythm from Senegal, joining thousands of
other drummers across the country – from the T in the Park festival in
Scotland to Penzance in Cornwall.  Over 200 such events took place around
the country – and the organizers are pretty confident that enough people
drummed to break the world record for simultaneous drumming.

But breaking the world record was incidental to the main point of the events.
‘We want to keep the Make Poverty History beat alive in Somerset and
drum home the message of trade justice’, says Elizabeth Perry.  ‘Last year
so many people joined in the Make Poverty History campaign that world
leaders had to take notice.  In response to campaigners’ demands, they
increased aid and made progress on debt cancellation - but they failed to
deliver on the third demand of the campaign – trade justice.

The event was part of Christian Aid’s ‘The Beat Goes On’ campaign, which is
calling for the UK government to cut funding to two international
organisations – the World Bank and International Monetary Fund – until they
reform.

In return for loans and debt cancellation these organisations force poor
countries to open their markets before they are ready, often with a
devastating impact on poor people. Christian Aid, the development and
campaigning organisation, is calling for these organisations to follow the
example of the UK government which announced in 2005 that it would stop
forcing conditions on loans to poor countries.

10 year old Thomas Perry, a pupil at Countess Gytha School, helped
organize the event. ‘I wore my Make Poverty History wrist band all last year
and want to do what I can to help’, Tom said. ‘It’s really unfair that children
in Africa can’t go to school because they’re so poor.  If trade was fairer they
wouldn’t be so poor.’

‘Campaigning works’, continued Elizabeth, ‘which is why we need to bang
on about trade justice.  Fairer world trade has the potential to lift millions out
of poverty.  The debt deal is delivering really important benefits on the
ground;  in Zambia the government  has just introduced free health

care for people living in rural areas, scrapping fees which have
made health care inaccessible for millions - a move made possi-
ble using money from the debt cancellation and aid increases
agreed at the G8 summit in Gleneagles last July, when Zambia
received $4 billion of debt relief.

But people can’t work themselves out of poverty when world trade
rules and practices are so unfair.  Cotton farmers in Zambia can’t
make a living from cotton any more.  The sector has been liberal-
ized, meaning the Zambian government is no longer allowed to
help and protect the farmers.  They have to compete in world mar-
kets where the price of cotton is artificially low - thanks to the
massive subsidies the USA gives to its 25,000 cotton farmers.’




